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Whether One Plus One is Greater than Two:
A Discussion of the Kuomintang Army's Air and Land
Coordination Tactics after the Victory of the Anti-Japanese
War (1945-1949)

Zhong Xiang”

Abstract:

In the period of counterattack against the Japanese invasion of China, under the
combined action of multiple internal and external factors, the Kuomintang army tried
to use the joint way of land and air to fight against the enemy, and achieved remarkable
results in annihilating the enemy, and accumulated rich combat experience. After the
victory of the Anti-Japanese War, the Kuomintang continued to receive military aid
from the United States, further expanded the construction of the army and air force, in-
depth study of three-dimensional strategy and tactics, large-scale use of land and air
coordination in major domestic battlefields, and achieved certain results. It should be
pointed out that in the process of implementing the land-air coordination tactics of the
Kuomintang army, there are problems such as over-reliance on the ground forces to
assist the battle, the strategic and tactical coordination of the land and air forces may
not be possible, and the shortage of personnel and equipment. In addition, due to the
constraints of objective factors, the joint operation mode of the Kuomintang army's land
and air forces did not play the expected effect of 1+1) 2. This has failed to help him
complete his plan to "put down the insurgency and build a state". Through the
investigation of the air and land cooperative tactics of the Kuomintang army after the
war, we can get a glimpse of another dimension of its defeat in the mainland, and also
provide reference for the research, training and application of the tactics of the people's
army under the new situation.

Key words: the Liberation War, the Kuomintang Army, the People's Liberation Army, the land-air

coordination, the cause of failure.
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