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A Study on the Controversy over Li Kui:His Official Career

and the Authenticity of the Fa Jing

LIN,YU CHENG
Abstract

This study explores the life and career of Li Kui, an official of the Wei state in the
pre-Qin period. Beginning with the Bibliographical Treatise of the Book of Han, it
examines the “Thirty-Two Chapters of Master Li” classified under Legalist works, the
“Seven Chapters of Li Ke” under Confucian writings, and the “Ten Chapters of Master
Li (Ji)” listed among military texts. By collecting and analyzing surviving fragments

from pre-Qin and Han sources, the paper reconstructs Li Kui’s biography.

While some scholars have argued that Li Kui and Li Ke were the same person, this
study contends that they were distinct individuals who lived in the same era, as Ban Gu
correctly treated them as two separate figures. Li Kui once served as the governor of
Shangdi Commandery in Wei and later oversaw the state’s economic policy known as
“the teaching of maximizing land productivity.” The paper further investigates issues
regarding Li Kui’s post as “Governor of Shangdi,” identifying Shangdi as equivalent to
Xihe Commandery. In contrast, Li Ke, as argued by Yang Kuan, served as Chancellor
of Zhongshan during the reign of Marquis Wen of Wei. The confusion between them
likely arose due to their contemporaneity and the limited transmission of historical

sources.

Additionally, the claim that Li Kui authored the Canon of Laws (Fa Jing) emerged
only in the Tang period, with no record in pre-Qin or Han literature. This paper also
examines the authenticity of the Fa Jing.



