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Kindness and Superstition:

A Study on the Foundling Hospices of the French Catholic
Church in Anti-missionary Rumors

Bo-Rui Huang

Abstract

This article takes Foundling hospices of the French catholic church as an example,
to explore frequent outbreaks of Anti-missionary riots on all China. In the many Anti-
missionary speeches and rumours, they focus the evolutionary background in Salesian
institutions. Foundling hospices and the Anti-missionary riots caused by the Salesian
institutions, like the Yangzhou riot, Tianjin Massacre and Anti-missionary riot in Wuhu,
they are Foundling hospices in the Catholic church of the French. It is all anti-
missionary remarks and rumors that guide public opinion, slander the Catholic Church's

shelter for abandoned children, and cause riots.

Learn more about the late Qing Dynasty, China and Western countries in the New
Cultural Exchange Framework. In this framework, most rumour makers of anti-
missionary rumours; the Gentry Anti-missionary mindset and its context, also in the
Gentry's disinformation medium like the Big-character poster or the anti-missionary
books. In addition to showing that the late Qing Dynasty, China and Western countries
have a conflict of thought and culture in the missionary works, think further to the Late
Qing social phenomenon of "anti-missionary opinion" that boycotts the church in
western church missions and derived from those Anti-missionary rumours. In addition
to achieving the purpose of the gentry group, also this is a Chinese intellectual who
represented part of Confucian culture as the subject and face the use of superior force
foreign culture as the object in the New Cultural Exchange Framework. In conclusion
the Gentry used the Big-character poster or the anti-missionary books are confrontation

to Western culture in the Anti-missionary speeches and rumours.

Keywords: French Society of Jesus, Foundling hospital, Rumor, Anti-missionary riots



