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Suppression and Treatment: An Investigation into the Use of
Morphine in Taiwan during the Japanese Colonial Period

Yen-Ping Mao

Abstract

The emergence of morphine has significant historical and chemical implications
in the field of medicine. It was a revolutionary invention that marked the first successful
extraction of an active substance from a plant, and it served as the basis for the
development of a new type of Western medicine. During the Meiji Restoration in Japan,
the country underwent a complete Westernization process, which led to the introduction
and widespread use of Western medicine, and subsequently facilitated the
modernization of medical practices in Taiwan during the Japanese colonial period.This
article attempts to delineate the multiple meanings and special values of morphine in
government policies, medical research, and daily life through three perspectives.
Firstly, the attitude of the colonial government towards the crackdown on morphine
changed with the increasingly stringent laws and the meticulous medical
administration, while international trade and the pharmaceutical industry were also
under regulatory control. Secondly, doctors trained in modern medicine conducted
academic research on morphine, contributed greatly to the treatment of the general
public and helped those addicted to opium to quit. Thirdly, through seeking medical
care from Western doctors, people experienced the therapeutic effects of medicinal
morphine, gradually popularizing its use, leading to negative effects such as abuse and
smuggling.Due to limitations in historical records, there is little direct information
about morphine. This article aims to use official archives, newspapers and magazines,
medical journals, and personal diaries from the time to reconstruct the usage and
purposes of morphine during the Japanese colonial period in Taiwan, as well as

exploring the social background influenced by it.

Keywords: Morphine, Opium, Crackdown Rules, Drug Addiction, Western Medical

Treatment.



