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Temple inscriptions and local society --the case study of the
Furen temple of Daxi
Chien-Hung, Chen
Abstract

Daxi(K;%),the town located on the edge of mountain and was rising due to the
river transportation in Dahan river(/AX;%E;%) in the middle of the 19th century. Daxi
residents called Fu-ren kung(f&{— =) as the greatest temple, which lord of the Kai zhang
sheng wang([5& 85 ) was important belief for Zhangzhou immigrants. Fu-ren kung
was founded in 1813 by Zhangzhou people's land reclamation organization "Furen
Ji"(#81=2). Inside the temple, there are five stele embedded in the right wall of
Sanchuandian( =) [[#%) that are erected around the Qing period and the Japanese colonial
period.

Of these five steles, “Gong yi yan jin exi bei”(/\&5 B 2L T35 1%) was erected by
local elites, as Ken hu(ZE ), Ye hu(Z£ ), Tong shci(Z#ZE), Dian shou({H &) for
prohibiting gambling, beggars come from outside, providing house for bandits. To
maintain the good customs of Daxi, these local elites used all kinds of mandatory
methods, such as demolish house, expel beggars. “Jian zao jing zi ting bei” (& HF
ZH5) records traditional culture and how people raise money to build “Jing zi ting” (&
) at that time. “Tian shang sheng mu si dian tian ye bei” (5K _ B2 REfE B FHZERR)
records the source, the use rage, the shares, the rank, and the address of farmland. “Fu-
ren kung tian ye yuan jin bei” (18" = H3E 45 1%) records the amount, the use rage of
yuan jin (45442 )and location of farmland purchased by yuan jin in twice Chiu(fift) in 1884
and 1886. “Yan jin po huai long mai bei”(Fz2EH7IFEARRY) was erected for strictly
forbidding to destroy the Dragon veins(¥E) due to farmers opened waterway in the
Hulukeng(#H & 51) area. In addition to showing the Feng Shui view(JE7K#H) of the Hans
in Taiwan, the inscriptions attribute the development of local society to the intactness or

damage of the dragon veins.
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Therefore, from late Qing China to early Japanese colonial period, Fu-ren kung not
only plays the role of the religious center of the local society, but also the field for the
release, transmission and reception of various public messages in Daxi. With this sacred
field, local elites have engraved values on the stele, hoping to be known and passed

down for a long time.
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